Competition Themes
2026



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

Clear & Literal “C” Ideas

Circles — Graphic shapes, repetition, or minimalism.
Colour — A single dominant colour (e.g. cyan, crimson).
Clouds — Dramatic skies or soft minimal scenes.

Cats — Characterful animal portraits.

Coffee — Steam, cups, café culture.

Candles — Light, flame, and mood.

Chairs — Empty, broken, or repeating.
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Clock — Time, motion blur, long exposure.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

Nature-Inspired “C”

& Crows — Dark silhouettes against sky.
& Cliffs — Scale and drama.

& Conkers — Autumnal still life.

& Coast — Long exposures and mood.
&

Cobwebs — Macro with dew.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

People & Storytelling
& Character — Portraits showing personality.

¢ Connection — Human interaction or emotion.

& Crowds — Patterns, movement, or 1solation within.
¢ Craft — Hands at work.

& Caring — Quiet moments of compassion.

@

Childhood — Nostalgia and innocence.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

Conceptual & Creative
& Contrast — Light vs dark, old vs new.

¢ Calm — Minimal, tranquil compositions.
¢ Chaos — Motion, disorder, energy.

& Curves — Flowing lines.

& Change — Seasons, decay, growth.

@

Control — Order and symmetry.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

Urban & Object-Based
& Construction — Grit, texture, industry.

Containers — Repetition and pattern.

@
& Cars (classic or abstract) — Details, reflections.
& Corridors — Leading lines.

@

Cranes — Industrial silhouettes.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

How to Make It Stand Out

& Choose a word that allows strong visual storytelling, not just description.

& Ensure the “C” concept 1s instantly readable—titles can help but shouldn’t rescue the
image.

¢ Simple 1deas, executed well, often beat clever but confusing ones.

¢ Consider monochrome to emphasise shape, texture, or emotion.



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)

Judges often ask:

& Is the theme clearly addressed?

& Is there impact at first glance?

& Does the image hold interest beyond initial impact?

& Is the technique appropriate to the idea?



FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)




FEBRUARY
C IS FOR... (an image where the principal subject begins with C)




MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Still Life / Conceptual

& Three worn books stacked or fanned out (knowledge, time, stories)
Three cups or glasses with different contents or light levels

Three candles at different stages: new, burning, melted

Three pieces of fruit—fresh, ripe, overripe

Three keys (old, modern, symbolic access)



MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Nature

& Three leaves from the same tree, different sizes or decay
& Three stones arranged naturally or geometrically

& Three flowers in different bloom stages

& Three birds resting or flying in formation

& Three trees aligned or contrasted (bare, budding, full)



MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Human / Storytelling

¢ Three hands interacting (touching, holding, reaching)

& Three generations (e.g. shoes, hands, silhouettes)

& Three expressions of the same person (joy, neutral, serious)

& Three shadows overlapping or intersecting



MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Urban / Street

¢ Three doors or windows with different textures or colors
& Three street signs forming visual tension

& Three reflections in glass, puddles, mirrors

& Three chairs in a public space (suggesting absence or presence)



MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Composition Is Everything

¢ Some compositions work especially well for trios:

& Triangles — Naturally strong and balanced.

& Rule of thirds — One subject per vertical or horizontal third.
& Linear spacing — Equidistant placement for rhythm.

¢ Depth layering — Foreground, mid-ground, background trio (chess board).



MARCH
A TRIO OE...(Three items/subjects that have something in common)

Judges often ask:

& Is it clearly a trio?

& Do all three belong together?
& Is the composition balanced?

& Would this still work if one element were removed?
(If yes — the trio isn’t strong enough.)



APRIL
SOMETHING OLD (An Image of something 'old’)

Objects with History

& An old watch or clock (focus on wear, scratches, worn strap)

& Antique keys or locks

¢ A well-used book with annotations, torn pages, or a broken spine
¢ Old photographs being held, curled, or fading

¢ Vintage tools showing patina and rust



APRIL
SOMETHING OLD (An Image of something 'old’)

Places & Architecture

& Abandoned buildings (peeling paint, broken windows)
¢ Old doors with layered paint or worn handles

¢ Weathered gravestones

¢ Rusting machinery or vehicles

& Historic bridges or stone walls



APRIL
SOMETHING OLD (An Image of something 'old’)

Nature & Time

& Ancient trees with twisted roots or bark texture
& Driftwood shaped by time and water

& Cracked earth or dried riverbeds

¢ Fossils or stones smoothed by age



APRIL
SOMETHING OLD (An Image of something 'old’)

Human Stories

¢ Wrinkled hands (age, work, life)

& An elderly person’s portrait emphasizing character
¢ Old shoes that show long use

& A walking stick or glasses resting somewhere meaningful



